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Welcome  

 
I would like to introduce myself as the Local Engage-
ment and Development Manager for the Southampton 
Cancer Research UK Centre and South West.  My role 

will be to increase the awareness of Cancer Research UKôs 
research and the impact it is having on the fight against 
cancer, by helping to bring the Charityôs 
work to life in the community.  I work 
within the Somers Cancer Research 
Building on the site of the Southampton 
General Hospital, where I have the 
privilege of seeing the groundbreaking 
work being carried out.  In this role, I will 
work closely with all departments including  
Research, Fundraising, Press and Communications and 
other stakeholders to make sure that the research is 
brought to life in the local communities.   - Emma Barlow 

 
The Launch 
 
The 18

th
 June 2009 saw the official launch of the South-

ampton Cancer Research UK Centre.  The Centre aims to 
be a world leader in developing treatments tailored to indi-
vidual cancer patients based on understanding the biology 
of the disease and how it varies among patients. It brings 
together researchers from Southampton University, South-
ampton University Hospital Trust and Cancer Research UK. 
 

Research in Southampton 
 
Cancer Research UK funds over 75 people in the Centre, 
including scientists, clinicians, research nurses and staff in 
the clinical trials unit which will see the Charityôs annual 
contribution come to nearly £4million. 
 
The main foci of the Centre 
are: 
 
The biology and treatment of 
lymphoma, bladder and 
breast cancers, as well as 
key research into cancer 
genetics.  
 
The Centre is a virtual net-
work of research groups and organisations in the South-
ampton area and will set the pace for national and interna-
tional progress in cancer immunology and immunotherapy. 
 

It is expected that the Centre will result in closer collabora-
tion amongst researchers and clinicians, leading to greater 
progress in developing new diagnostic tests to aid early 
detection. 

 

Southampton benefits further by having strong expertise in  

 

cancer surgery research, particularly head and neck can-
cers and breast cancer.  

The Centre also aims to main-
tain excellence in training clinical 
and non-clinical postgraduates 
with the expansion of an existing 
four-year PhD programme. 

 

Link: See researchers, including Professor Johnson talking 
about their work  

 

Grants 
 
A brand new research grant has been awarded to Professor 
Tim Elliot in Southampton. The £1m, 5-year study will in-
vestigate why immune cells recognise some molecules on 
the surface of cancer cells, but not others. This research, 
which began in July 2009, could help us understand how to 
gain more control over anti-cancer immune responses and 
could ultimately lead to better treatments for people with 
cancer. His research will also involve collaborators at Ja-
cobs University in Bremen.  
 
To read more: Nature journal online publication  or 
Professor Tim Elliott  
 

Key news 
 
In October, scientists at the University of Southampton an-
nounced the development of a new antibody treatment 
which, in the laboratory, shows potential to significantly in-
crease survival from neuroblastoma - a form of childhood 
cancer which grows from undeveloped tissue of the nerv-
ous system. It is hoped that it could one day be used to 
treat children with the disease.  
 
To read more: Link: Cancer Research UK Press release or 
watch Professor Martin Glennie and Dr Juliet Gray from the 
Centre talk about their findings earlier this year : Professor 
Glennie and Dr Gray talk at the NCRI conference  
 
Furthermore, children in the UK with neuroblastoma are set 
to benefit from a new international clinical trial ï funded by 
Cancer Research UK - which uses immunotherapy to help 
prevent the disease from coming back. 
 
The phase III trial, of which Southampton will be a trial cen-
tre, opens in the UK this month.  It will build on early prom-
ising results from a US study which found that treatment 
with immunotherapy ï boosting the immune system to fight 
the disease - improved the chances of survival from the 
disease.  
 
To read more: Neuroblastoma Phase III trial press release 
 
 

http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/cancerandresearch/learnaboutcancer/whatcausescancer/inheritance/
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/cancerandresearch/learnaboutcancer/whatcausescancer/inheritance/
http://scienceblog.cancerresearchuk.org/2008/06/20/immunotherapy-%E2%80%9Cbreakthrough%E2%80%9D-makes-big-news/
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/cancerandresearch/learnaboutcancer/screeninganddiagnosis/
http://science.cancerresearchuk.org/gapp/personalfund/
http://science.cancerresearchuk.org/gapp/personalfund/phdstudentship/
http://science.cancerresearchuk.org/research/centres/southampton_cancer_centre/?version=2
http://science.cancerresearchuk.org/research/centres/southampton_cancer_centre/?version=2
http://www.nature.com/emboj/journal/v28/n23/abs/emboj2009296a.html
http://www.som.soton.ac.uk/about/staff/listing/profile.asp?tje
http://www.soton.ac.uk/
http://www.cancerhelp.org.uk/help/default.asp?page=21491
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/news/archive/pressrelease/017386
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILIS2bOaj00&feature=channel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILIS2bOaj00&feature=channel
http://www.cancerhelp.org.uk/about-cancer/cancer-questions/neuroblastoma#what
http://www.cancerhelp.org.uk/trials/a-trial-looking-at-treatment-for-children-and-young-people-with-neuroblastoma
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/news/archive/pressrelease/ssNODELINK/TypesOfTrials
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/news/archive/pressrelease/ssNODELINK/Immunotherapy
http://info.cancerresearchuk.org/news/archive/pressrelease/2009-12-10-new-trial-offers-hope-for-childhood-cancer


In the Centre 
 
The Southampton Can-
cer Research UK Cen-
tre has opened its 
doors to a variety of 

people in the last couple 
of months.  This has in-

cluded organised lab tours 
for staff and supporters to 

meet the researchers and find out 
about the work they are focusing on whilst watching a 
series of demonstrations.  
 
In November, researchers attended a Science Com-
munications Roadshow organised by the Science 
Information Team from Cancer Research UK.  This 
interactive day was designed to help research staff 
talk about their work in lay terms and to be able to 
enthuse supporters about the work of the Charity.   
 

Many thanks to everyone in the 

Centre for their involvement in 
meeting the supporters of Can-
cer Research UK and to all the 
staff at Cancer Research UK 
for organising supporters to 
come and find out more about 
the research.  
 

Research Nurse Team Update 
 
Jac Samuel, Senior Research Nurse, has been out 
and about in Southern England to attend a variety of 
volunteer and staff events to increase the awareness 
of the research nurse team, the Centre and clinical 
trials.  These included a retail managers meeting, a 
retail forum and committee conference. 
 
Anne Croudass, Lead Research Nurse, has also  
visited a number of volunteer committees including 
Trowbridge and Marlborough and shop managers in 
Bristol. 
 
Gilly Howard-Jones and James Dobbyns, both Re-
search Nurses, joined the Run10k event in Bourne-
mouth to thank runners 
for their hard work and 
fundraising, before run-
ning the event them-
selves. The event had 
over 1,300 runners and 
is expected to raise 
over £52,000. 
 

Volunteer led 
 
Dr Andy Davies, a clinician and researcher and Dr. 
Barbara Guinn, a scientist and campaigns ambassa-
dor for Cancer Research UK, attended the sumptu-
ous Marlborough Feast of Food on the 24

th
 October 

on behalf of the Centre.  They met key committee 
members and inspired many of the local community 
by talking about their work. 
 
The event raised £10,000 and Anne Deuchar from 

the committee said, ñIt was the first time we have had 
researchers attend the event and they were so en-
gaging.  It really was wonder-
ful to have the level of sup-
port that we received, as this 
definitely motivates the com-
mittee.  Without meeting the 
people that benefit from the 
money we raise we can feel 
disconnected.  I cannot say 
how wonderful and inspiring it 
was.ò  
 
40 supporters, who took part 
in the Alpine Challenge cycle ride (organised by 
Challenge Adventure Charities) came to the Centre 
to see how the money they raised supports local re-
search.  The cycle events have supported Cancer 
Research UK for many years and raised over 
£230,000.  On the evening they were thanked by 
Professor Peter 
Johnson, before 
Professor Tim Elli-
ott, who cycled with 
them, gave a pres-
entation about his 
work.  Finally, eve-
ryone was taken on 
a lab tour, where 
they had a chance 
to talk to the re-
searchers and ask questions. 
 

Cancer Research UK Retail  
 
Shop and volunteer milestones; 
 

Dr Alex Mirnezami, Consultant Surgeon who also 
undertakes research in the Centre, visited Chiches-
ter to talk about his work and to thank the staff and 
volunteers for reaching their £2.8 million milestone. 

 

Dr Barbara Guinn 
showed volunteers from 
the Haywards Heath shop 
around the Centre on the 
10th December to cele-
brate the stores £1million 
achievement. 

 

Volunteer, Steven Wardle from Ringwood, received 
the first new long service badge from Dr Karwan 
Moutasim (Clinical Research Training Fellow).  Ste-
ven who won a national competition to design the 
new badges re-
ceived his 5 year 
badge and was 
joined at the 
Centre by other 
volunteers from 
the Ringwood 
shop.  The new 
badges will rec-
ognise long ser-
vice volunteers 
reaching milestones from 5 years to 50 years. 

Recent Local 
Engagement & 
Development  

activities        



National role for 
children's cancer 
specialist 

A leading cancer spe-
cialist based at South-

ampton General Hospital 
has been appointed to a 

prominent national post. 

Dr Jan Kohler, consultant paediatric oncologist, has 
been appointed as network clinical lead of the Chil-
dren's Cancer and Leukaemia Group (which is 
largely funded by Cancer Research UK), an organi-
sation for research and study into childhood cancer. 

The Group, which also sets out to improve standards 
of care for children and young people with cancer, 
has over 600 members and works closely with 20 
paediatric oncology centres across the country. 
Link:  National role of children cancer specialist  
 

A £200m state-of-the-art care centre will create up  
to 1,000 Hampshire jobs. 
 
The owners of the former Royal Haslar Hospital in 
Gosport say their project, the first of its kind, will in-
clude specialist dementia units and cancer rehabili-
tation units offering care that cannot be found else-
where in the UK. 
To read more: Royal Haslar    
 
The Teenage Cancer Trust is building a number of 
facilities at Southampton General Hospital over the 
next few years. Completing this work will cost the 
charity £2 million and most of this money will be 
raised locally. 
 
A two bedroom interim facility is now available for 
teenagers and young adults in the Oncology Ward at 
the Hospital.  Building continues with a unit for bone-
marrow transplant beds within a new haematology 
facility supported by the Southampton Hospital Char-
ity.  Later a new purpose built TCT unit will form part 
of a new Oncology Centre in the hospital. 
To read more: teenagecancertrust-Southampton 

 
The Southampton Hospital Charity aims to raise 
£2.2 million to fund a new specially designed trans-

plant Day Case Unit for pa-
tients, which will be built next to 
the current inpatient facilities. 
 
Patients needing a transplant 

have very low immune systems, so have to be cared 
for within isolated rooms for many months.  It is vital 
that the facilities are as comfortable as possible.   
 
Southampton Hospital's goal is to create the trans-
plant treatment centre of choice for patients with leu-
kaemia and other blood disorders from Hampshire, 
the Isle of Wight, Wiltshire, Dorset, West Sussex and 

the Channel Islands.  
To read more: Red and White appeal 
 

Other Charities 
 
The SunWalk, which is a 10km power-walk, is a 
spinoff from the famous Playtex MoonWalk and is 
expected to attract thousands of Southampton resi-
dents when it takes place in the Spring. 
 
Celebrity Cruises has joined forces with organising 
charity, Walk the Walk, to launch the Celebrity Sun-
Walk in Southampton on 24th April 2010 - the same 
day the cruise line will name its newest ship, the 
122,000-ton Celebrity Eclipse.   
 
Source: Cruise critic Link: Celebrity SunWalk  
 

 

Cancer Research UK  
local media coverage  

 

A five-year-old Westbury girl who has bravely 
overcome health 
problems, was picked 
to give a £1 million 
present to scientists 
carrying out research 
into treatments for 
cancer patients. 

Madison Smith, of 
Heywood, handed 
over the gift to Salis-
bury scientist and 
doctor, Andrew Da-
vies (from the South-
ampton Cancer Re-
search UK Centre, pictured right), at the Morri-
sons store in Edward Street, Westbury, as part 
of the supermarket chainôs national year-long 
fundraising effort with Cancer Research UK to 
raise £1 million ï a target it reached four 
months ahead of schedule. 
To read more:Morrisons 

 

 

Lee Wilson, (pictured left) 
pledged to run 10km everyday 
for ten weeks in aid of Cancer 
Research UK.  Lee decided to 
take on a 437 mile challenge 
while still going to work each 
day.  He aims to raise £5,000 
for the Charity.  
 

Source: Southampton Daily Echo 
To read more:10k every day for 10 weeks 

 

The Cancer 
Community  
in Southern 

England 

http://www.suht.nhs.uk/AboutTheTrust/Newsandpublications/Latestnews/2009/Nationalroleforchildrenscancerspecialist.aspx
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/search/?search=Haslar
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/search/?search=Gosport
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/4774542.1_000_jobs_to_be_created_by___200m_care_centre_plan/
https://www.teenagecancertrust.org/in-your-area/view.php?SectionId=127
http://www.suht.nhs.uk/Charity/TheRedandWhiteAppeal/TheRedWhiteAppeal.aspx
http://www.cruisecritic.co.uk/news/news.cfm?ID=3496
http://www.wiltshiretimes.co.uk/news/latestheadlines/4777247.Westbury_s_brave_Madison_s___1million_present/
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/4713746.Pledge_to_run_10km_everyday_for_ten_weeks_in_aid_of_charity/



